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(54) DESIGN METHOD AND DESIGN SUPPORT DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make it possible to display data needed for 
low-cost product designing. 

SOLUTION: The design information, attribute value range, and shape feature 
data of standard components are stored in a data base 1 0, and the design 
information, attribute information, and shape feature data of example 
components are stored in a data base 20. An attribute value that a 
component to be designed needs to have is inputted through an input part 
30 and shape feature data are inputted through an input part 40. Standard 
components having ranges of attribute values and shape feature data 
matching the attribute value and shape feature data of the component to be 
designed are retrieved by a standard component retrieval part 50 from the 
data base 10. Standard components which have ranges of attribute values 
similar to the attribute value of the component to be designed and also 
have shape feature data similar to the shape feature data of the component 
to be designed are retrieved by a similar standard component retrieval part 
60 from the data base 10. Further, a similar example component retrieval 
part 70 retrieves example components having attribute values similar to the 
attribute value of the component to be designed and shape feature data 
similar to the shape feature data of the component to be designed from the 
data base 20. 
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